
SUMMER 2018 | VOLUME 34  

Malawi—Where 
Happiness Prevails 

Visit to the Missions—  
Distributing Grain in Losajait, Kenya  



1   The Catholic Ambassador  Volume 34 

Renewed Zeal and Holiness:  
A Necessity to the Church and Mission 

I n his open letter to Cardinal Fernando 
Filoni on Mission Sunday of October 22, 
2017, Pope Francis wrote inter alia, noting 

the upcoming 100th anniversary of the 
Apostolic Letter, Maximum Illud, with which 
Pope Benedict XV sought to give new impetus 
to the missionary task. “I hereby call for an 
Extraordinary Missionary Month to be 
celebrated in October 2019, with the aim of 
fostering an increased awareness of the missio 
ad gentes and taking up again with renewed 

fervor the missionary transformation of the Church’s life and pastoral 
activity,” the Holy Father proclaimed.  

The Missionary Society of St. Paul of Nigeria (MSP) eagerly anticipates 
the month of October 2019 and a renewed awareness of the importance of 
missionary work.  

“As we all know, poverty does not take away one's happiness in the way 
that lack of contentment does. In their lack, they tend to be people full of life 
and joy. In just their smile, they preach a message, one that says: ‘what makes 
one happy is not material possession but the knowledge of an awesome God 
who is alive and gives life.’” 

That is the mission testimony shared in this edition by Fr. Kelvin Ugwu, 
MSP, who is working in Malawi. This is a lesson to our world shrouded by 
inordinate quest for consumerism and materialism. 

Last year, 2017, the Missionary Society of St Paul of Nigeria celebrated 40 
years of Missionary activities. This magnificent celebration was orchestrated 
by different events in all our mission territories, including the celebration in 
Ireland featured in this edition. The celebration came to its zenith during the 
Silver Jubilee Priestly Anniversary of the 1992 Ordination class at 
Gwagwalada, Abuja, on October 23, 2017. It was truly a historical event that 
converged numerous people from all works of life from different parts of the 
country—a visible testimony of the inspiring and outstanding missionary 
work of the MSP to humanity. As we count our blessings, we equally thank 
God for the men and women who have stood faithfully by us and supported 
us from the beginning until this moment. May God richly bless you 
abundantly. 

After 40 years as a missionary congregation, it is pertinent we forge ahead 
with renewed ardor and passion for announcing the Gospel to all, and heed 
to Pope Francis’ ardent wish: “May the approaching centenary of that letter 
serve as an incentive to combat the recurring temptation lurking beneath 
every form of ecclesial introversion, self-referential retreat into comfort 
zones, pastoral pessimism and sterile nostalgia for the past.” So that we 
become men and women “distinguished by zeal and holiness,” increasingly 
necessary to the Church and to the mission.  
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Pages 4, 9-10: Walk 4 the Missions in Houston raised $18,000 
to assist with education programs, schools, and student 
empowerment in MSP missions around the world. 

Table of Contents 

 
EDITOR’S NOTE ...................................................................... 1 
Renewed Zeal and Holiness 
 
 
MESSAGE OF THE SUPERIOR GENERAL ............................ 3 
Christmas, A Feast of Joy, Love, and Peace 
 
 
WALK 4 THE MISSIONS SUPPORTING SCHOOLS .............. 4 
 
 
MALAWI: WHERE HAPPINESS PREVAILS ........................... 5 
 
 
FOCUS ON THE BLESSINGS, NOT THE BURDENS ............. 7 
Reflection of Fr. Kelvin Ugwu, MSP 
 
 
A TRIP TO CHRIST THE KING CATHOLIC CHURCH  ........... 8 
 
 
9TH ANNUAL WALK 4 THE MISSIONS .................................. 9 
Photo Gallery 
 
 
UP CLOSE IN KENYA AND NIGERIA ................................... 11 
Fr. Aloysius’s Visit to Losajait and Mai Kambu 
 
 
“THE MASS ISN’T A SHOW…”  ........................................... 14 
Pope Francis admonishes cell phone use during liturgy 
 
 
100-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF  
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH ................................ 15 
Wolf Point, Montana 
 
 
FR. EMANNUEL ESUKPA, MSP ........................................... 16 
In Memoriam  
 
 
IRELAND MSP AT 40 ............................................................. 17 

Pages 11-13: Fr. Aloysius Nzekwe, MSP, visited missions in 
Katsina State, Nigeria (above) and Turkana County, Kenya 
(below) to witness development funds in action. 



3   The Catholic Ambassador  Volume 34 

CHRISTMAS, A FEAST OF JOY, LOVE & PEACE 

I n Isaiah 9:2, the Prophet says: 
“The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness, on them light has shined.”  

This above citation from Isaiah 
summarizes the message of Christ-
mas. Before Isaiah 9:2, we have Isaiah 
8:22 which is the last verse of chapter 
8 and it says: “They will look to the 
earth but will see only distress and 
darkness, the gloom of anguish and 
they will be thrust into thick dark-
ness.”  

There is a contrast between the 
language of Isaiah 8:22 and Isaiah 
9:1-2. This contrast reflects the state 
of the world before the coming of 
Christ and after the advent of Christ. 
The whole world was shrouded in 
darkness, groping in the dark and 
searching assiduously for its Creator,  
after having been expelled from the 
Garden of Eden. When the fullness 
of time had come, God sent his Son, 
born of a woman… in order to re-
deem those under the law so that we 
might receive adoption (Gal 4:4).  

Christ’s coming into the world 
represents God’s historic intervention 
in human history. This in-breaking of 
God brought with it great joy to hu-
manity. Hence Pope Francis stated in 
his Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii 
Gaudium, No.1 (The Joy of the Gos-
pel), there is joy in the heart of every-
one who receives Christ. Christ 
comes with the joy of redemption, 
the joy of salvation.  

Along the same line, Paul says in 
his letter to the Philippians: “Rejoice 
in the Lord always, again I say rejoice 
(Phil 4:4).” We are able to share in 
this joy if we allow the light of Christ 
to shine on the dark aspects of our 
life. These dark aspects could be the 

difficult times we are going through 
in form of sickness, bereavement, 
loss of job, or collapse of business; 
and it could be sin which we find 
difficult to get rid of. Let us pray for 
the grace and the courage to bring 
these to the light of Christ so that he 
may touch and transform them. God 
knows how to bring joy out of sad-
ness and light out of darkness. All 
that is needed from us is our disposi-
tion and our readiness to cooperate 
with his grace. 

As noted above, Christmas is a 
feast of love. It is love which motivat-
ed God to send his Son into the 
world and it is the same love which 
led Christ to die for us. The most 
famous passage in the Gospel of 
John says — “For God so loved the 
world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal 
life.” (John 3:16).  

As we celebrate this great feast of 
Christ’s birth and incarnation, we are 
invited to make a fundamental option 
to love indiscriminately like Christ. 
Paul says: “Above all clothe yourself 
with love which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony.” (Col 
3:14).  

It is in a bid to imitate the exam-
ple of Christ’s love that we exchange 
gifts and visits at Christmas. At 
Christmas we go the extra mile to 
show concern for our neighbors. As 
we exchange gifts, visits, thoughts, 
and prayers, let us not focus only on 
those who will pay us back. Let us 
remember especially those from 
whom we do not hope to receive, 
remembering the words of the Gos-
pel which says: “If you do good to 
those who do good to you, what right 
have you to claim any credit?” (Matt 
5:46; Luke 6:32).  

U.S. Editor’s note: This letter 
from Superior General, Very 
Rev. Fr. Victor Onwukeme, MSP, 
was first published in the March 
2018 Nigerian edition of The 
Catholic Ambassador. Although 
our U.S. publication month is 
July, his Christmas message is a 
valuable mid-year reminder to 
refocus on the love and peace 
we share each year when we 
celebrate the birth of Christ. 

by Very Rev. Fr. Victor Onwukeme, MSP 
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Paul also says: ‘It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35). 

Christmas is also the feast of 
peace. No wonder Christ is described 
as the Prince of peace (Isaiah 9:6). In 
the same vein, the angels proclaimed 
peace to the shepherds on Christmas 
night (Luke 2:14). Pope Francis, in 
his message for 2018 World Day of 
Peace, said that peace is the profound 
aspiration of everyone. Peace is not 
just absence of war but well-being of 
the whole person. It is harmonious 
existence with oneself and with 
neighbors.  

Sin brought about human sever-
ance from God. However, Christ has 
reconciled humanity back to God and 
he has reconciled us to one another, 
giving us the ministry of reconcilia-
tion (2 Cor 5:20).  

We hear that humanitarian crisis 
in the world has reached its peak. 
There are 135 million people in dan-
ger of starvation and the United Na-
tions needs $22.5 billion dollars to 
provide aid to them. Conflict—that 
is, lack of peace—is the root cause of 
such humanitarian crises in Yemen, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Ni-
geria, South Sudan, and so forth. Our 
world, nations, cities, and families are 
polarized by conflicts.  

The peace brought by Christ must 
enable us to transform our families, 
cities, and nations into workshops of 
peace, said Pope Francis. For this to 
happen, each of us must begin with 
ourselves. We must ensure that we 
are reconciled with our neighbors,  
members of our family, our friends, 
and, in fact—everyone. This is the 
way to make the coming of Christ 
relevant in our life.  

Ensure that you celebrate this 
year’s Christmas without any grudge 
toward your neighbor! May the peace 
of Christ reach everyone of us and 
chase away the night and darkness of 
hate! I wish everyone the peace, love, 
and joy of Christ this Christmas and 
beyond! 

Walk 4 The Missions Supporting Schools 

T he Associate Missionaries of St. Paul (AMSP) held their ninth annual  
Walk 4 the Missions at Tom Bass Regional Park in Houston on  
April 14, 2018.  

Although the day began with a cloudy, damp 57-degree start, spirits 
warmed and camaraderie flowed as the morning wore on. As the rain cleared, 
many walkers enjoyed a lap around the lake. More than $18,000 was raised to 
support children and schools in mission sites served by MSP.   

Parishioners from St. Martin de Porres Church in Crosby, Texas took 
home the trophy for the most funds raised. The parish also won (by a 
landslide) the trophy for most participants at the walk. 

Education is a central part of the missionary work performed by MSP 
priests. In this issue of The Ambassador, a story about a nursery school in Toto, 
Nasawara State, Nigeria, page 8, is one example. Fr. Aloysius Nzekwe tells 
how building and operating schools is so important in Losajait, Turkana 
County, Kenya and Mai Kambu, Katsina State, Nigeria on pages 11-13. At 
both missionary sites, children have no public school close enough to attend.  

One specific project on the current missionary wish list involves building a 
dormitory for girls who attend the St. Stephen Parish School in Losajait. The 
distance is too far to travel daily, so girls board in a tin shack near the school. 
Boys sleep inside the school. As U.S. friends of MSP sheltered from the rain 
during the walkathon, Fr. Aloysius showed slides from his trip to Losajait, 
helping supporters visualize one way their donations will be used.  

Congratulations and thank you to all who took part in this year’s Walk 4 
the Missions to empower youth through education. See event photos on 
pages 9-10. 

Above and left: Young Kenyan 
girls sleep in this building 
when they stay on site at St. 
Stephen Parish School in 
Losajait. MSP hopes to 
construct a more comfortable 
and secure dormitory for 
students. 
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Malawi —  
Where Happiness Prevails 

The reality of life is such that, 
when you are beginning anything, 
especially when it is something of 
great value, there will be so many 
things to discourage you. And there 
will be that voice giving you many 
reasons not to continue.  Be it 
business, be it school, be it charity, be 
it vocation, or whatever you intend 
beginning, always bear in mind—if 
everything is smooth, check if you are 
still on the right path.  

I know some friends who had this 
burning desire to support the poor 
and the orphans even here in Malawi, 
but anytime they came up with a plan, 
that is when they remembered all the 
other things that their money should 
have been used for. This is why I 
praise a few generous friends who in 
their own way, saw the need to do 
something.  

Today in Malawi, I can tell you 
this, I have thousands who look up to 
me for both spiritual and material 
needs. We have become one big 
happy family such that I can't even 
think of leaving them now. The little 
we have we share. The simpler your 
life is, the happier you are. 

Malawi is a country of 18.8 million 
people. World rankings place Malawi 
as the sixth poorest country in the 
world. A walk around the city and the 

C uriosity did not allow me 
sleep in the plane. I kept 
looking down through the 
window of the plane to 

see the places we were traversing. 
This was October 2016. Then we got 
to a certain place; I looked down and 
saw nothing but the color brown. I 
thought that must be the portion of 
land called desert in which it is 
usually difficult for animals or 
humans to survive since it is dry 
without water. It was just 
then, the pilot announced, 
“We are now in Malawi. 
Fasten your seat belt...” I 
was speechless. 

There was that one voice 
that kept telling me, “If not 
foolishness, what else could 
make a young fine boy like 
you to desire to be a missionary 
priest; so that he will come and die in 
the desert? Good for you!” 

There was yet another voice 
telling me, “It is not too late to go 
back. Remember your father just 
died; your mother needs you. You are 
her first fruit. It is not God that is 
sending you here. Can't you see the 
place? Who can survive here?” 

When we landed, I retrieved my 
hand luggage and departed from the 
Ethiopian airline I had boarded. The 
dry hot air that welcomed me said it 
all. It dawned on me that I really was 
in Malawi. 

But, that small voice kept urging 
me on, “If it is not hard, then it is not 
worth it. If it is not difficult, then it 
won't be sweet. If everything is 
smooth, then you are on the wrong 
path.” 

Fr. Kelvin Ugwu, MSP 

Sponsor a Missionary 
Priest Today! 
 

The Missionary Society of  
St. Paul has more than 100 
seminarians studying for the 
priesthood, with all of  them 
supported by the society. It 
costs more than $3,000 to 
keep each student in the 
seminary for one year—this 
is becoming a very difficult 
task for the society. You can 
be of  great help here. Please 
contact us to sponsor a 
seminarian or make a 
financial contribution toward 
his training. 

 

Please use the enclosed 
envelope or send your donation 
to the address below. 

Missionary Society of St. Paul 
Mission Development Office 
P. O. Box 300145 
Houston, TX 77230-0145 
 
Phone: (713) 747-1722  
Email: usamsp@yahoo.com  

In just their smile, they preach a message, 

one that says: what makes one happy is not 

material possession, but the knowledge of  

an awesome God who is alive and gives life.  
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villages will not only convince you that 
Malawi citizens are poor, but will make 
you see the other side of poverty you 
never thought existed. The people of 
Malawi are predominantly farmers. I 
happened to be working in one of the 
interior parts of Malawi.  

But one thing is worth noting—
poverty does not take away one's 
happiness in the way that lack of 
contentment does. In their lack, they 
tend to be people full of life and joy. In 
just their smile, they preach a message, 
one that says: what makes one happy is 
not material possession, but the 
knowledge of an awesome God who is 
alive and gives life.  

This brings me to this point. We all 
must bear in mind that every one of us 
has a mission or a ministry. It may not 
be on the pulpit with a microphone, 
and in fact, it doesn't necessarily have 
to be. One does not necessarily have to 
be rich or be a priest or a religious to 
preach a message. No! Our life is our 
ministry. People are watching us. They 
are taking note of how we treat people 
around us, how we respond to issues—
our children, our colleagues, 
neighbors—they are all watching us. 
What message are we preaching? 

Many of us go out looking so bitter, 
so angry, so frustrated. Nobody will 
ever want to stay with an angry person 
because he or she is indirectly 
preaching hopelessness, frustration, 
sorrow, or a dead God. 

One of the best messages we can 
preach is simply going out each day and 
just be happy. Put a smile on your face. 
Have a positive view of things. Be that 
someone who people will love to hang 
out with. 

My experience here in Malawi as we 
sit down on the ground for Mass, as we 
share meals together, and as we laugh 
and play together, says a lot about 
being happy with what you have and 
who you are. It says a lot about inner 
happiness, contentment and peace of 
mind, and most importantly, that God 
is still God; He is alive, and as such, we 
have no reason to live like we are 
hopeless. 
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Focus on the Blessings, Not the Burdens 
By Fr. Kelvin Ugwu, MSP 

E very blessing comes with its 
burden. The woman who is 
blessed with a new baby is 

faced with the burden of changing 
diapers. The young man who is 
blessed with a good job is faced with 
the burden of waking up early every 
morning to beat traffic and make it 
to work on time. The student who is 
blessed with an admission into 
school is faced with the burden of 
studying for hours and meeting the 
deadlines of all the assignments 
received. 

Often, we make the mistake of 
focusing on the burdens instead of 
the blessings. This is why many of us 
end up complaining about everything 
that comes our way. Make no 
mistake about this: 

 There is a woman out there 
praying night and day to be 
given the burden of changing 
diapers if that will grant her 
the blessing of having her 
own child.  

 There is a man out there 
praying to be faced with the 
burden of early morning 
traffic and even be paid half 
of your salary if that will give 
him the blessings of a job.  

 There is a young girl out there 
who also got admitted into 
school, but could not resume 
because her parents are dead, 
and her registration fee is 
incomplete. 

In the bible, Mary was blessed 
with the rare privilege of being 
pregnant with the baby Jesus, but she 
faced the burden of being 
misunderstood as someone who was 
unfaithful. She was able to overcome 
everything because she focused on 
the blessings, not the burden.  

David was blessed with the 
power of killing Goliath, but he 

faced the burden of running for his 
life in the hands of King Saul just 
because of jealousy. David overcame 
because he focused on the blessings 
not the burden. 

Joseph was blessed with the gift 
of seeing visions and dreams, but he 
faced the burden of being hated by 
his brothers. Joseph triumphed 
because he focused on the blessings 
not the burden. 

I have been blessed with this 
unexplainable gift of the priesthood, 
but here I am in Malawi watching my 
parishioners as we struggle each day 
to eat even if it is once. What I am 

telling you is what I tell myself: “Fr. 
Kelvin, focus on the blessings, not 
the burden.” 

The truth is, the more your 
blessings, the more your burden. 
Nobody can run away from that fact. 
If you are not ready for the burden, 
don't pray for the blessings.  

God is giving you those blessings 
because he knows you can handle the 
burdens. So, instead of complaining 
and getting angry over the burden, 
why not focus on the blessings? It is 
only when you focus on the blessings 
that you will see that the burden is in 
itself, a blessing too. 

Often, we make the mistake of  focusing on the burdens 

instead of  the blessings. This is why many of  us end up 

complaining about everything that comes our way.  
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A Trip to Christ the King Catholic Church  
Toto, Nasarawa State, Nigeria 

M y trip to Christ the King 
Catholic Church, Toto, in 
the Diocese of Lafia in 

Nasarawa State first appeared like a 
trip to any parish in a village. Then, the 
2.5-hour trip brought us to the abode 
of Fr. Chris Edebianga, MSP.  

Fr. Phyllisbeto Gomez, MSP, our 
driver; Fr. Jude Alih, MSP, and Fr. 
John Okeme, MSP were part of this 
great experience.  

“Wow, this is great. My brothers 
are here!,” said Fr. Chris, delighted to 
see us. 

He showed us around the 
compound with great enthusiasm. 
There were crops of various kinds. We 
were shown catfish in a big black 
container. According to Fr. Chris, it 
was for consumption in the house. 
“All these, just for consumption in the 
house?” I asked myself. “I should like 
to be a member of this house where I 
can always have fresh fish.” 

There was also a fish pond, with 
more than a thousand fish. Though 
the fish were as tiny as my finger, they 
were pragmatically basking in the 
pond. It was evident that the fish were 
properly cared of for a great harvest. 
Toto has a good market for fish.  

A light for the future generation is 
beaming in Christ the King as a new 
secondary school has commenced full 
activities. They have Madonna Nursery 
and Primary School, which was 
renovated. Our world today needs 
schools to secure the future of our 
dear country. Fr. Chris sees the need 
to educate the young ones.  

He told us that most of the men in 
the area are married to two or more 
wives, so they cannot receive the 
sacraments.  

“I pray for them and leave them in 
the hands of God,” he said. “It is the 
children who we can help to receive 
the sacraments.”  

Polygamy is still a big challenge in 
our African society today, inhibiting 
people from receiving the sacraments. 
It becomes pertinent for Christians all 
over the world to nurture the young 
ones, such that they are able to share 
in the joy of Christendom. This joy 
will be incomplete without the life-
giving grace of the sacraments.  

Undoubtedly, Fr. Chris is a lover 
of farming. He grows coconuts, 
moringa, yams, and a number of 
other crops on his large farm. While 
walking around the compound of St. 
Peter's Secondary School, we saw 
youngsters playing football and joined 
them briefly. The priests all took their 
turns to play, in a bid to score goals.  

The school compound has been 
encroached after the crisis in Toto, 
which left the place desolate for a 
long period of time. Fr. Chris, with 
the help of prominent persons in the 
community, is gradually reacquiring 
land that belongs to the school.  

Toto is known for inter-tribal 
conflicts and crises, especially 

Adamma MaryAnn Amadi, friend of 
the Missionary Society of St. Paul, 
describes her trip to Christ the King 
Parish in Toto, date unknown. She 
was accompanied by Fr. Phyllisbeto 
Gomez, MSP; Fr. Jude Alih, MSP; 
and Fr. John Okeme, MSP. 

between the Ebiras and the Bassas. It 
is striking that Fr. Chris is happily 
serving God in this community that is 
prone to danger. One could see his 
joy in telling how the place is 
developing gradually—and his zeal to 
be part of the development. Back to 
the house we went, where Fr. Chris 
entertained us beautifully with 
sumptuous fresh fish peppery soup.  

Our trip was wonderful and we 
got home to MSP headquarters in 
Abuja in good time. 

Fr. Chris with his students at Madonna Nursery & Primary School in Toto.  
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Up Close in Kenya and Nigeria 
Fr. Aloysius’ Visit to Losajait and Mai Kambu 

A s Director of the Mission 
Development Office for the 
American Region, Fr. 

Aloysius Nzekwe, MSP, oversees 
fundraising in the United States to 
support MSP missions around the 
world. Much of the money raised in 
the U.S. is sent to help people served 
by MSP missions in developing re-
gions of the world. Fr. Aloysius trav-
eled last year to some of these areas 
served by his fellow missionaries. 

He explained the motive for his 
journey was to see “where the money 

is going and what the money is doing, 
the situation of the people, I just 
wanted to have a firsthand experience 
of what the people are really going 
through.” 

Turkana County, Kenya 

In December, Fr. Aloysius 
traveled to Losajiat, Turkana County, 
Kenya—where he spent Christmas, 

and to Mai Kambu, Katsina State, 
Nigeria. Father Aloysius was 
especially excited about Kenya—to 
finally see the place where he has sent 
much aid from the U.S. One third of 
the way into his three-hour trip from 
the nearest city to the missionary site, 
though, his excitement waned. 

“When I started, I thought, ‘oh, 
wow!’ And then out there in the 
country, there is nothing. It’s all sand 
and stone. A few dry trees, but 
nothing,” he recalled. 

    The long, hot drive in an open 
jeep on rocky, bumpy, dusty 
trails wore him out. “With the 
truck bouncing, and there was 
so much dust, it’s like you 
drink the dust,” he said.  

     Once recovered from his 
journey, Fr. Aloysius 
witnessed his fellow priests, 
Fr. Joseph Ibiwoye, MSP, and 
Fr. Francis Akpomedaye, 
MSP, in action. He was more 
than impressed. 

     “I was personally inspired 
by the dispositions of the 
priests themselves, because 
very early in the morning they 
are ready and they are heading 
into the interior villages. They 
celebrate eight Masses each 
weekend in villages that are 
often more than an hour 
apart,” he said.  

     Residents of this rural 
desert area in the far northern 
reaches of Kenya are mostly a 

nomadic people.   

The celebrations are more than 
just Mass. MSP priests bring food. As 
owners of the only vehicle in the 
region, when someone is extremely 
ill, priests transport the patient many 
miles to the nearest health clinic—a 
distance normally walked by the local 
people. It can mean the difference 
between life and death.  

Above, Fr. Aloysius, center, made some 
new friends in Kenya. Below, Fr. Joseph 
saying Mass in the shade. At eight Masses 
he and Fr. Francis celebrate each 
weekend, they do more than pray and 
worship—they feed and educate St. 
Stephen’s nomadic people and transport 
the very sick to a clinic. 

by Anne Farrell Peterson 
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“So when you start your Mass, 
you are checking on every person’s 
welfare—their living conditions, 
hygiene, everything. It’s basically a 
whole human development program. 
And the people love it because they 
are learning a lot that is improving 
their lives,” Fr. Aloysius said.  

Most residents are pastoral 
nomads, moving with their sheep and 
goats from village to village in search 
of pasture. Their homes consist of 
makeshift stick huts.  

Rain is scarce in this desert region. 
The average annual temperature is 
one of the highest in the world at 
84.2°F (29°C) with an average rainfall 
of just 7.32 in. (Wikipedia). Some 
years, it doesn’t rain at all. 

“They were just coming out from 
the drought when I was there. Many 
of them lost everything they had,” Fr. 
Aloysius said. “It’s a part of Kenya 
where the drought hits people so 
much that people literally starve.” 

Fr. Joseph kept more than 30 
goats at the mission house. Only five 
survived the drought.  

One project being explored by the 
MSP is the feasibility of building a 
dam and concrete-lined reservoir to 
collect water after big rains. A 
Spanish missionary group constructed 
something similar in the northern 

region of Kenya. 

The Kenyan government gives aid 
to its citizens in times of drought, but 
if money is provided, recipients have 
no means of transportation to a place 
to procure their needs. It is no use 
purchasing seeds that cannot 
germinate during a drought. As a 
result, people sometimes consider 
money to be a treasure or trophy to 
hide instead of something to spend, 
Fr. Aloysius explained. 

“We provide food aid from MSP 
to all these communities, so the 
priests load their trucks with sacks of 
grain as they go visit in the villages,” 
he continued. “One of my 
experiences there made me realize 
how much our work here affects the 
lives of the people in Kenya. 

“We drove into this village and 
everybody came out singing, praising. 
I didn’t understand what they were 
singing but I could hear Fr. Joseph’s 
name, so I asked him to interpret,” 
Fr. Aloysius said. 

The parishioners sang, “Fr. 
Joseph has come. Life has come. 
Every good thing has come.”  

His presence means wellness,     
Fr Aloysius said. Salvation means 
surviving to the people in these 
villages under their care.  

In 2016, Fr. Joseph started to 

build a church at one outstation and 
asked the U.S. mission for assistance. 
He used a disbursement of $7,000 to 
finish the roof and build an adjoining 
office and bedroom, allowing a 
visiting priest to stay over for two or 
three nights. Residents at other 
outstations ask when Fr. Joseph and 
Fr. Francis will come build a church 
in their village—because these new 
churches have become a source of 
life for the people.  

The parish home is St. Stephen’s. 
That site includes a school and the 
main residence for Frs. Joseph and 
Francis. 

After visiting, Fr. Aloysius 
believes the next most urgent need 
for the Losajait mission is a truck 
with an enclosed cab—for the health 
and well-being of the priests, as well 
as the critically ill local residents 
whom they transport to the clinic. 
The MSP also intends to build a 
dormitory for girls who attend St. 
Stephen School, a program described 
on page 4.  

Katsina State, Nigeria 

One of the most urgent needs for 
rural community members near the 
MSP mission of St. Patrick’s Church 
Mai Kambu in Kafur LGA (Katsina 

Fr. Aloysius and 
catechists sing with 
local children during 
Mass on Christmas Day 
at one of the 
outstations of St. 
Stephen Parish. Most 
Turkana tribespeople in 
the area wear 
traditional attire which  
includes colorful beads 
and necklaces. 

Fr. Aloysius visit, continued next page  
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Fr. Aloysius Visit, continued 

State) is clean water. 

“This is an area where they have 
to go to a stream that is dry and dig 
up sand to see whatever water is 
trapped underneath,” Fr. Aloysius 
explained. “You dig to some level 
and then water starts seeping 
through. But it is either milky or 
brown, and there is no way any 
human being should drink that, but 
that’s all they have.” 

MSP had constructed a water 
project that Fr. Aloysius wanted to 
inspect in person when he traveled 
there last year. It was having prob-
lems. After visiting, he advised the 
pastor, Fr. Stephen Ojapah, MSP, to 
build two new water projects and to 
fix the broken well.  

Fr. Stephen serves this vast area 
that consists of a central parish plus 
more than a dozen outstations. A 
predominantly Muslim region of 
northern Nigeria, the parish is located 
in the Kafur region.  

“It is very interesting because no 
one realizes the number of Christians 
in that area,” Fr. Aloysius said. “But 

Access to clean water 
is limited for residents 

of Mai Kambu in 
northern Nigeria. Top 
left: women and girls 

fill buckets with water 
from a creek bed to 

carry back to their 
homes. Top right: Fr. 
Aloysius examines a 
rudimentary well dug 

into the ground to 
expose water. Lower 

left: A clean water well 
and pump site 

sponsored by MSP. 
Lower right, Fr. 

Aloysius met the local 
chief, A Muslim leader 

who has high regard 
for Fr. Stephen 

Ojapah, MSP. 

even the Muslims there now appreci-
ate the work Fr. Stephen is doing 
because he is not just working for 
Christians. He is empowering the 
local people. He is bringing in educa-
tion. He is there as a missionary, but 
he is really embarking on human 
development projects that affect the 
lives of almost everybody in the 
community.” 

The water project is one example 
of an improvement open to all 
residents, not just Christian families.  

While there, Fr. Aloysius met with 
the local chief, a Muslim leader who 
has very high respect for Fr. Stephen. 
“I have not seen a Muslim leader 
respect a Christian leader to that 
extent before,” Fr. Aloysius said. 

Public education in this region is 
quite scarce, with few schools to 
serve a large geographical region. 
Expanding educational opportunities 
is another area in which Fr. Stephen 
has made an impact upon Christians 
and Muslims alike.  

“You have one government 
school for ten to fifteen communities, 

so for a child to be able to get to that 
school, if you’re not in the 
community where the school is 
located, you have to be a certain age, 
probably 10 or 15 to walk that 
distance or to ride your bicycle 
there,” Fr. Aloysius said. Young 
children, from 6 years old to 14 or 
15, never have an opportunity to 
attend school in some villages. 

One school already existed by the 
main St. Patrick’s Parish center. Fr. 
Stephen wants to construct a 
teacher’s residence there. Teachers 
are available through Nigeria’s 
obligatory one-year service program 
for university graduates, so if a 
residence is built, more qualified 
teachers will be available, thereby 
improving the school’s standards. 
The new residence project is 
expected to cost $4,000 to $5,000.  

Fr. Aloysisus’ visit to the two 
MSP African missions accomplished 
his mission to better understand local 
needs and to see funds at work, 
bettering the daily living conditions 
of populations served by MSP.  
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by Hannah Brockhaus, reprinted with 

permission of Catholic News Agency  

D uring a general audience 
late last year, a fiery Pope 
Francis chastised those 

who spend Mass talking to others, 
looking at their phone or even taking 
pictures during papal liturgies, saying 
these are distractions that take focus 
away from the “heart of the Church,” 
which is the Eucharist. 

“The Mass is not a show: it is to 
go to meet the passion and 
resurrection of the Lord,” the Pope 
said November 8. “The Lord is here 
with us, present. Many times we go 
there, we look at things and chat 
among ourselves while the priest 
celebrates the Eucharist... But it is the 
Lord!” 

In particular, Francis condemned 
the use of cell phones to take photos 
at papal Masses. At one point during 
the Mass the priest says, “we lift up 
our hearts,” he said. “He does not 
say, ‘We lift up our phones to take 
photographs!’” 

“It’s a bad thing! And I tell you 
that it gives me so much sadness 
when I celebrate here in the Piazza or 
Basilica and I see so many raised 
cellphones, not just of the faithful, 
even of some priests and even 
bishops.” 

“But think: when you go to Mass, 
the Lord is there! And you're 
distracted. (But) it is the Lord!” 

During the general audience, Pope 
Francis said the Eucharist would be 
the new focus of his weekly catechesis 
for the year, because “it is 
fundamental for us Christians to 
understand well the value and 
meaning of the Holy Mass to live 
more and more fully our relationship 
with God.” 

In the Eucharist we rediscover, 
through our senses, what is essential, 

he said. Just as the Apostle Thomas 
asked to see and touch the wounds of 
Jesus after his resurrection, we need 
the same thing: “to see him and 
touch him to be able to recognize 
him.” 

In this way, the Sacraments meet 
this very "human need" of ours, he 
said. And in the Eucharist, in 
particular, we find a privileged way to 
meet God and his love. 

The Second Vatican Council was 
inspired by the desire to help 
Christians understand the beauty of 
the encounter in the Eucharist even 
better, he continued. This is why “it 
was necessary first to implement, 
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
an adequate renewal of the liturgy.” 

A central theme emphasized at 
Vatican II was the liturgical 
formation of the faithful, which 
Francis said is also the aim of the 
series of catechesis he began today: to 

“The Mass isn’t a show…” 
says Pope Francis, to those who take cell phone pictures during liturgy 

help people “grow in the knowledge 
of this great gift God has given us in 
the Eucharist.”    

As a side note, Francis asked if 
people had noticed the chaotic way 
children make the sign of cross at 
Mass, moving their hand all over 
their chest, and asked people to 
teach children to make the sign of 
the cross well. 

“We need to teach children to 
do the sign of the cross well,” he 
said, noting that this is how Mass 
begins, because just as Mass begins 
this way, “so life begins, so the day 
begins.” 

Concluding his reflection on the 
Mass and the Eucharist, Pope 
Francis said that he hopes that 
through these brief weekly lessons, 
everyone will rediscover the beauty 
“hidden in the Eucharistic 
celebration, and which, when 
revealed, gives a full meaning to the 
life of everyone.” 

The Holy Father greets Panamarian pilgrims at the General Audience in St. 
Peter’s Square, November 8, 2017. Credit L’Osservatore Romano. Reprinted 
with permission of Catholic News Agency. 
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by Fr. Martin Ezeihuaku, MSP, Pastor 

J anuary 1, 2017 marked 100 years since the establishment of Immaculate 
Conception Church in Wolf Point, Montana. Various events took place 
through the year to celebrate the life and faith of the members of the Church. 

The kickoff event was a special Mass presided by Bishop Michael Warfel on  
January 22, 2017.  The Mass was followed by a complimentary brunch at the 
Church hall prepared by a combined team of the Knights of Columbus and Wolf 
Point Council of Catholic Women. 

Catholic faith in Wolf Point, Montana, and the Fort Peck Indian Reservation 
celebrated its beginning with Jesuit missionaries who traveled through the area in the 
1800s; the Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth who staffed Immaculate Conception 
Grade School in the 1950s; and the Sparkhill Dominican sisters who ministered 
here; along with a total of 14 pastors who labored here in the past 100 years.  

Milestone Events  

Beyond the kickoff Mass, other events that marked this centennial 
celebration included:  

 A Sunday was dedicated to appreciate the ministry of past and present 
pastors whose life has enriched the Parish. 

 A Sunday was also dedicated to appreciate the ministry of all the nuns 
whose lives have enriched both the parish and the school over the years. 

 A team of Native American spiritual heads, led by Mr. Ron Jackson, 
performed the smudging ceremony before Mass on October 15, 2017. 
This is a beautiful ritual for purification and healing purposes of the 
people, the land, and the Worship Space.   

 The closing ceremony was December 10, 2017, which coincided with 
the Parish feast day (Feast of Immaculate Conception). Fr. Jude Alih, 
MSP, delivered the homily at Mass. 

 Also on that closing ceremony, there was the centennial parish feast and 
fellowship with friends and families distributing gifts to families. 

 Unveiling of the Parish Jubilee History book titled, Our Journey of Faith: 
Centennial Anniversary History, Immaculate Conception Church Wolf Point 
Montana 1917-2017. This book includes family histories, profiles of men 
and women religious, Native American influences, the school, religious 
organizations, and a history of the parish beginnings.  

As the parish embarks on its second century, the faith of this community 
endures with the guidance of the Pastor, Fr. Martin Ezeihuaku, MSP, who 
also celebrated his 15th Anniversary as a priest on October 22 during our 
Centennial year.  We put great hope in the youth of our parish and are 
grateful for the blessings that have been bestowed upon us.  

 

Adjacent Page: Members of Immaculate Conception parish and Fr. 
Martin Ezeihuaku, MSP, celebrated their Centennial with several 
events during 2017. Fr.  Martin, Fr.Jude Alih, MSP, and Fr. 
Alphonsus Enelichi, MSP, now serve in four churches in Montana. 
The diocese has been a mission for MSP since August 2013.  

100-Year Anniversary 
Immaculate Conception Church 

Wolf  Point, Montana 

FR. EMMANUEL ESUKPA, 
MSP (1953-2017) 

The January U.S. edition of The 
Ambassador included reflections 
from members of the 25-year 
Jubilee class of 1992. One was 
missing. Fr. Emmanuel Esukpa 
celebrated his 25th anniversary of 
ordination with his classmates on 
October 28, 2017. Barely a month 
later, he passed away.  

A native of Ugep in Cross River 
State, Fr. Esukpa was born April 7, 
1953, the oldest of 11 children in a 
Protestant family. When the local 
Apostolic and Presbyterian primary 
schools denied his admission to 
school in January 1958 due to his 
young age, the future priest began 
his education at St. Theresa’s 
Primary School in Ugep—the 
beginning of his road to 
Catholicism.  

Fr. Emmanuel is remembered 
by his classmates as a straight-
shooter, simple, direct, and without 
airs. He was a hard worker, a 
distinguished long-distance runner, 
and an enthusiastic gist player. His 
nickname among seminarians was 
Major, partly due to tales from the 
Nigerian Civil War, 1967-70. Fr. 
Emmanuel served as pastor of St. 
Peter the Apostle Parish in 
Houston, Texas, from 2008-2013. 

In Summer 2014, Fr. 
Emmanuel took ill, diagnosed with 
dementia and Parkinson’s Disease. 
The illness led to his death in 
November 2017.  
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Ireland MSP at 40 
by Fr. Joseph F. Okere, MSP 

T here’s no gainsaying that the 
Missionary Society of St 
Paul of Nigeria (MSP) has 

come of age, and there have been 
different ceremonies to celebrate 
and thank God for the journey so 
far, the huge successes in our 
missions, and the increase in 
vocations to the missionary 
priesthood. Several MSP Missions 
also held akin celebrations to mark 
this milestone achievement. 

MSP priests working in Ireland 
lent their weight to the celebrations. 
On the feast day of Ss. Peter and 
Paul (June 29, 2017), we had a 
thanksgiving Mass for MSP @ 40 in 
St. Catherine’s Church, Ballapousta, 
and a light refreshment afterward in 
Hunter’s town. A well-attended, 
one-of-a-kind Mass was celebrated 
by His grace, Most Rev. Dr. Eamon 
Martin, Primate of all Ireland and 
Archbishop of Armagh 
Archdiocese. Concelebrants 
included: His Lordships Most Rev. 
Dr. Leo Reilly, Bishop of Kilmore 
Diocese; Most Rev. Dr. Kevin 
Doran, Bishop of Elphin; Most 

Rev. Dr. Francis Duffy, Bishop of 
Ardagh and Clonmacnois; and our 
Superior General, Very Rev. Fr. Dr. 
Victor Onwukeme, MSP. Twenty-
seven priests, seven Rev. Sisters, 
and scores of friends of the MSP 
also attended. 

The celebrant highlighted how 
mysterious God’s ways are and how 
God’s Spirit keeps leading the 
Church in new ways, and through 
dark moments, so that when one 
era in the Church seems to be 
drawing to a close, another era or 
movement is born, thus ensuring 
that the “Opus Dei” continues.  

Archbishop Martin acknowl-
edged the mission of MSP priests in 
Ireland as divine and predestined 
and pledged his support, especially 
in developing a structure that 
properly integrates the MSP and 
enhances the Mission with the hope 
that such would stimulate renewal 
of faith and vocations in the Irish 
church. He pointed out that the 
Nigerian and Irish church have an 
age-long relationship, one that must 
be encouraged and nurtured. He 

talked of his dream to someday help 
establish a mission center or MSP 
House in Ireland (perhaps in the 
Archdiocese of Armagh) where 
priests who come to minister in 
Ireland can reside and undergo 
some induction or enculturation for 
service in Ireland.. He thinks such 
an initiative would help to keep the 
missionary spirit (for which Ireland 
had been known for) alive and 
possibly mid-wife the birth of mis-
sionary vocations again in Ireland. 

Before the close of Mass, our 
MSP Superior General, Very Rev. 
Fr. Dr. Victor Onwukeme, 
addressed the people and said the 
Nigerian Church is indebted to the 
Irish Church. He recalled myriads of 
Irish missionaries who defied life-
threatening challenges (excruciating 
heat, mosquitoes, snakes, strange 
foods, and unfamiliar environment) 
to bring Nigerians the faith and 
opined that the Irish church now 
reaps the fruit of their heroes past in 
the MSPs (missionaries from 
Nigeria) who have come to give 
back to the Church.  
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Top, photos, left to right: 1) Entrance 
procession for anniversary Mass.  
2) The Primate for of all of Ireland, 
His Grace Eamon Martin, receives 
the gifts from Ann Trainer and Eve-
lyn Russell. 3) MSP priests working 
in Ireland, from left to right: Frs. 
Magnus Ogbonna, MSP, Anselm 
Emechebe, MSP, Joseph Okere, 
MSP, Uduak Abara, MSP, Addison 
Okpeh, MSP, Lawrence Ebuk, MSP, 
and Peter Okpetu, MSP, with an Irish 
priest friend (center). 

Lower photo, from left: Fr. John 
Joyce, SPS (former rector of MSP 
Seminary); Fr. Anselm Emechebe, 
MSP (Superior of the Irish Mission); 
Fr. Victor Onwukeme, MSP(Superior 
General); and Fr. Joe Rabbitt, SPS 
(former spiritual director of MSP 
Seminary). 

“We are here because you first 
came to us,” he said. He acknowl-
edged the enormous work of the 
St Patrick’s Society for the Foreign 
Missions in the formation of, 
training of, support of, and 
collaboration with the Missionary 
Society of St. Paul over the years, 
with particular mention of those 
present at the Mass (Frs. Rabbitt, 
John Joyce, and Nolan). He also 
thanked the Bishops for their 
numerous support, particularly 
Bishop Eamon who has helped 
and is still helping with the 
sponsorship of some of our priests 
and students. He appreciated the 
friends of the MSP and 

parishioners who came to grace the 
occasion for all their support of the 
MSPs working in their parishes. He 
concluded with the words of Psalm 
90:17, “...May God bless the work 
of our hands...”  

After all was said and done, 
everyone came away with the 
memory of a celebration oozing 
with life, a joy that was palpable, 
and a hope that holds a world of 
promises for the Irish Church and 
the Missionaries of St Paul, in the 
coming years 

 
Joyeux Anniversaire! 



Why not consider sponsoring  
the MSP today? 
The Missionary Society of St. Paul sponsors projects in the regions where we serve—
to better the lives of local residents. Consider a gift to support MSP Missions using 
the envelope provided within this edition of The Catholic Ambassador.  

Visit us  
on the web at 
www.mspfathers.org 

For further information, contact: 
The Director, MSP Mission 

Office of Mission Development 
PO Box 300145 | Houston, TX 77230-3145 

Tel 713-747-1722 | Fax 713-741-0245 


